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As  the  oldest  among  those  invited,  allow  me  to  speak 
a  few  words  on  their  behalf* 

You,  nenbers  of  the  Military  Observation  Commission 
from  CHTN'A;  nofcpJ+hstarding  the  fact  that  you  are  so  busy 
with  so  many  things  to  do  in  your  schedule,  have  had  the 
kindness  oi  vieldi:..,  such  a  grand  bMvpot  for  us  and  you 
have  Just  r/*w  given  us  eord.i  -.1  greetings,  for  which  we  are 
tliankful  the  d : uv.’-  of  cur  heart*  As  you  arc  well 

aware,  siii'..  tho  ou*;»u*oak  of  the  Greater  East  Asiatic  War 
we  he vo  boon  mr.xir.g  steady  progress  both  Jji  strategic 
operations  arm  t  cor.s'crie’-icn  work,  thanks  to  the  valor 
and  offortr  .*f  -.he  I.  serial  /enj*  and  Navy,  under  the  august 
Virtue  of  hi;  Cjnscq.ioJit.1y,  a?l  the  races  in 

East  ASIA,  .Ubo'ci  1  from  r.5  rhaci ler.  cf  British,  American, 
Dutch  am  at.:  -r j :  domination  i  iv.ro'jrod  to  their  original 
status  are,  iu  their  ccaiav.  jryiag  to  strengthen  the 
solidarity  with  one  another  for  the  establishment,  of  a 
Co-Prospcrit''  Sphere iSspecially,  the  relation  between 
JAPAN  and  CHIN./ has  become  rre.on.  r.lcccr  since  your  parti¬ 
cipation  in  to:  Jar,  and  x  ar.  very  happy  to  be  able  to  say 
that  we  arc  making  strenuous  efforts  i':r  chc  successful 
prosecution  of  the  ’./ar,  with  the  spirit  of  'Sharing  the 
Fate  with  each  other". 


At  this  time,  you,  loading  officers  of  the  National 
Army  of  CHINA  have  ccno  to  observe  in  full  detail  the  state 
of  military  and  other  affairs  in  this  country,  which  is 
exerting  herself  for  the  prosecution  execution  of  the  war, 

I  firmly  believe  your  visit  is  quite  timely  and  opportune* 

I  have  heard  that  since  your  arrival  in  the  Metropolis, 
you  have  visited  several  military  schools,  munition 
factories,  and  so  on,  I  am  sure  you  have  realized  how  the 
whole  nation  high  and  low  united  in  one  body  and  fully  con¬ 
fident  of  their  ultimate  victory,  are  devoting  their  power 
and  energy  to  the  thorough  prosecution  of  the  present  war* 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  as  you  continue  your  inspection 
trip  and  visit  several  more  places,  ycu  will  successfully 
attain  the  object  of  this  trip,  For  the  establishment  of 
truly  ideal  Great  East  ASIA  there  will  be  many  obstacles 
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to  be  overcone,  and  therefore,  it  goes  without  saying 
that  a  strong  solidarity  between  the  Japanese  and  the 
Chinese  forces  is  abacOutoIy  necessary.  I  shall  be 
happy  indood  if  this  trip  should  provo  to  bo  of  sone 
holp  for  the  reconstruction  of  your  arny  in  the  revived 
CHINA. 


I  thark  y  >v  very  nuoh  for  your  kind  invitation  this 
evening.  ir/i  a i.'.o.'  ru  to  raise  the  cup  to  drink  to  the 
prospei  y  of  y  -i  r  c^tnenod  aroy  and  at  the  sane  tine  to 
the  hactoh  of  your  L>:ccllar.cie3  and  gontlcnon. 


By  D3IHTHARA. ,  Konji,  General 

on  behalf  of  the  invited 
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